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SUBJECT: LEBANESE INTEREST IN BANK SECURITY 

1. MR. ASSAD SAWAYA, PRESIDENT OE BANKERS ASSOCIATION, CALLED 
ON ME MORNING JULY 20 TO SAY LEBANESE BANKERS INCREASINGLY 
CONCERNED ABOUT NEED EOR PHYSICAL SECURITY. THEY HAD HAD 
LIVE OR SIX HOLDUPS IN THE PAST TWO MONTHS. HOLDUPS 
PERPETRATED BY MASKED MEN WHO LINE BANK STALES UP AGAINST THE 
WALT. AND EMPTY TILL IN TRADITIONAL AMERICAN EASHION. THERE 
WAS ALMOST NO SECURITY PROVIDED TO BANKS TODAY AND THEY ARE 
LARGELY HELPLESS BEEORE SUCH ASSAULTS. 

2. BRIEELY, THEY WOULD LIKE TO SET UP A PROTECTIVE 
SYSTEM EOR THE BANKS ALONG AMERICAN LINES. THEY NEED 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE ON SUCH QUESTIONS AS LIAISON BETWEEN 
BANKS AND GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES, ON HARDWARE, ELECTRONIC 
SYSTEMS, ETC., AND ON GOVERNMENT REGULATIONS REGARDING THE 
USE OE GUARDS. THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT HAD GIVEN BANKS 
GREEN LIGHT TO GO AHEAD WITH INQUIRIES. WHAT THEY ARE 
INTERESTED IN IS TALKING TO PRIVATE AMERICAN EIRMS 

ACTIVE IN THIS EIELD. SAWAYA SAID THEY HAD ALREADY HAD 
ONE OEEER EROM BRINKS BRITISH BRANCH, BUT WOULD LIKE 
ONE OR TWO OEEERS EROM AMERICAN COMPANIES. HE SAID 
THAT ONLY THE MOST SOPHISTICATED COMPANIES NEED APPLY. 
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HE DOES NOT WANT US TO ADVERTISE THEIR INTEREST IN THE 
COMMERCE DEPARTMENT'S BULLETIN BECAUSE HE FEELS THEY 
WOULD GET TOO MANY RESPONSES AND BE UNABLE TO DEAL WITH 
THEM. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: I DO NOT KNOW HOW MANY AMERICAN 
COMPANIES ARE ACTIVE IN THIS EIELD BUT ASSUME SOMEBODY 
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IN WASHINGTON IS KNOWLEDGEABLE ON SUBJECT AND CAN PASS 
WORD TO ONE OR TWO EIRMS TELLING THEM THERE IS 
COMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITY AND SUGGESTING THEY GET IN TOUCH 
DIRECTLY WITH SAWAYA. ALTERNATIVELY, WE WOULD BE GLAD 
TO ARRANGE CONTACT IF THEY WOULD LIKE TO WORK THROUGH 
US. 
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